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UM GRANT TO HELP EDUCATE HEALTH PROFESSIONALS 
MISSOULA —
A new University of Montana grant will educate the state’s health professionals, faculty 
members and students about wellness testing for senior citizens.
The grant will bolster three organizations: U M ’s Montana Geriatric Education Center, 
which helps health care professionals deal with an ever-increasing load of elderly patients; 
ImProving Health Among Rural Montanans (IPHARM), a federally supported UM program 
designed to bring wellness testing and health information to rural Montanans; and the Montana 
Primary Care Association, a nonprofit group of ambulatory health care providers who assist 
Montana’s medically unserved or under-served residents.
The geriatric training center will use the grant to create five specific training modules 
for study. These, coupled with practical experience at IPHARM training events, will result in 
students, faculty members or rural health professionals earning certification in geriatric 
wellness testing.
The UM center was created in July 2002 with five years of funding from the 
Department of Health and Human Services Health Resources and Services Administration. Its 
goal is to train about diagnosis, treatment, disease prevention, disability and other health 
problems of the elderly.
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The IPHARM program will play a major role with the new grant. The program was 
created by the Office for the Advancement of Telehealth federal grant in 2002. After 
purchasing wellness testing equipment and hiring staff, IPHARM started work in February 
2003. Pharmacists in the program have traveled more than 14,000 miles since then, providing 
wellness testing for nearly 2,000 Montanans.
The new grant changes IPHARM’s focus to educating and training people about health 
professionals and students about wellness testing. UM’s geriatric education center will provide 
the educational modules, while IPHARM will supply a platform for hands-on training for those 
who have completed the modules.
IPHARM offers basic tests for bone density, cholesterol, diabetes and respiratory 
function. Donna Beall, the project’s principal investigator, said, “The four tests were chosen 
because they test for health issues that often are silent. That is, the symptoms of the problems 
may be easily overlooked.”
The test also were chosen because they meet criteria specified by the Healthy People 
2010 program, a national effort that sets health goals for the United States.
For more information, call Barbara Morgan of the Montana Geriatric Education Center 
at (406) 243-2453 or toll-free at (866) 506-8432. Or e-mail her at 
montana. gec@spahs. umt. edu.
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